~ Newsletter of The Cape Fear Civil War Round Table
May ;2003"' ‘ P 0. Box 10535 Wllmmgton, N.C. 28404 Edltor' Bob Cooke

Our next meeting will be Fnday, 9 May at St. Andrew s On-The-Sound
' Soclal Hour 7p- m. Meetmg, 7: 30 p.m. L

Steering Committee Contact Numbers.

; _Dr Chris E. Fonvielle (792-9091). Mike Budziszewski (458-1370) Dan Geddie (799-5338)

Bob Cooke (792-16'7) ‘Steve Gunter (686-4025) Johfi Mooré (256-6328) “Tommy King { (762-2930) S aestia e vl
John Krohn (799-6014) George Slaton (452—7448) g R :

Mr. Eric Wlttenberg will return as speaker for our next meetmg He is 1ndeed a student of

‘ cavalry operations in the eastern theater of the Civil' War. Mr. Witteniberg has added two mére‘books to

his credit (Protecting the Flank: The Battles for Brinkerhoff”s Ridge and East Cavairy Field and Little
Phil: A Reassessment of the Civil War Generalship of Phillip H. Sheridan.) Tn a recent review of another
of Mr. Wittenberg’s works (With Sheridan in the Final Campaign Agamst Lee, in which he edited the
letters of Lt. Col. F.C. Newhall, 6 Pa. Cavalry) the Civil War News wrote that Mr. Wittenberg, “has
-edited this memoir with his established competence and accuracy.” Hehas also added another title: heis

- now a partner in the law firm of Krupman, Golden, Meizlish, Marks and Wittenberg, LLP! Mr.

Wittenberg will speak on “Stuart’s Rlde Before Gettysburg Who Was to Blame?” That sounds 11ke
another book!

OUR WINNERS: | ' : ' - '
Wade Hampton Photo- Max Williams; Distant Thunder, Diale Lear Gzants in the Cornfield (s1gned by

author/member Wilbur Jones!)- Ed chkmon, The Blue and the Gray— Dan Geddie; Lamson of the

Gettysburg— William Turner; Musw of the Confederacy (CD)- E

on; 2003 Calender- Ed chkmon

A spec1al thanks ta our retlrmg , ( elle and v1ce-pre51dent Mlke
Budziszewski for their untlrmg efforts o of our RT?- They wﬂl ‘be sorely missed, as will their -
wives, Nancy and Karen ‘who constitated'the Refreshment Committeé. ' We have it on good authority -

—however,-that-the-great- fudge that—wehave been emoymgat—our meetings: mlcht«appear-ﬂom tlme fotimel- o

‘ Well w1th thlS edltlon the RT season comes to a close We vnsh everyone a happy and safe summer and

we’ll see you in September'

|



Dr. Max Williams intrigued us at our April meeting with his talk on the “Inevitability of =
Confederate Defeat.” Admitting that Southern veterans quickly grasped “the mantle of the ‘Lost Cause”
as a means of rationalizing defeat,” Dr. Williams pointed out that with such valiant soldiers and good -

“leadership, it was believed by many to be the reason for the downfall of the Confederacy. - Superior
‘numbers and immensely more materials had to be the reason! But was it? There were times during the
war when Confederate victory and independence might have been attainable, indeed at the beginning of
the war, the Northern sentiment was to let “the erring sisters go,” or perhaps when two Confederate -
diplomats were forcibly removed from a British mail steamer (the Trent.) Great Britain might have gone -
" to war with the United States over that affair. Even when the war began in earnest, the-model of the
American Revolution, seventy-five years-earlier, was well. known by the South. Superior: numbers didn’t
defeat those earlier Rebels, so the 4 to 1 differnce in manpower, it was felt, could also be nullified;a.
-defensive war would'make up for the difference in those numbers. However, when the difference in
numbers is greater when slaves and Southern deserters are deducted from the. fighting forces. When the
180,000 African-Americans who fought for. the North are counted, the dlsparrty in numbers appears even

greater.:

so the belief that the Confederacy was “destined” to lose the war is a myth,. The overriding factors were
the “war-weariness” of the Southern people as well as an insufficient amount of Southern Nationalism (a
rich man’s war.and.a poor man’s fight.)  Dr. Williams summed it up succmctly by. remarkmg, “the will to

win was greater in the United States than it was.in the Confederacy - . B S

Where was the “Last Grand ReVIew » held? (the a.nswer is on page 3)

Some Humorous T1d : ;ts'

- will you please give me sol "
the next day.”

A fow days before the battlé
youa soldier?” asked the G

ceagerly inquiring the new: ws? says Ma’c;f soleminly LB e none Yes there is a httle,
t0o, but it’s not of much mxportanoe ‘Old Hardee burned up a reglment of home guards at Florence the -
other day, to keep thern from fallvlngmto the enemy’s hands.” ‘No more questions were asked. '

Examples of “super jor: mdustrral socretres that had farled to conquer agrarran ones were many, Ty




made into mrlk toast w1th condensed milk (altho 1gh;

*Member Ann Hertzler has generously “loanéd” an article tous that was initially published in the

- newsletter of the Federal Point Historical Society. Although Confederates were more often issued corn
' bread hardtack that much-malrgned foodstuff was well known tosoldiers on both 31des Read on' PR

’: Hardtack
Ann Hertzler

Hardtack, a ratron in the C1v11 War was actually known by 1800 Sea bread Shlp S blscult or

e prlot bread was a dehydrated mixture of flout and water which would stay edrble for months. Trappers W
traded their pelts for supplres such as hardtack Settlérs mlgratrng west lived on hardtack tosurvive .
, starvatlon ; , ; S o

Northern and Confederate troops recelved ratlons of soft bread or hardtack brscults, or cornbread
or raw cornmeal When food was limited, soldiers depended on hardtack because it was easier to keep .

them than soft bread. Food shortages, particularly in the South were caused by naval blockades and by
: transport shortages of rarlcars carts, wagons and horses or mules e

An.vr~_‘,,._

:The hardtack Tecipe (one part water to'six parts ﬂour) was mlxed, kneaded,v rolled BheX 2'7/8” i
and v~ thicky scored into cracker shapes and baked for.20 to 25 minutes. ~The erackers were. described as

“hard as brick and indestruetibly- unappetxzmg A hungry man could eat his daily ratlon of9or'10 blscults

in a short time and still be hungry. Hardtack was eaten as is or in several forms to improve the faste -

~ plain or toasted on a forked stick over the fire with coffee; crumbled in soups for thlckenmg, crumbled m
- “cold water and then fried in the juice or fat of meat; soaked in"cold water; fried in pork fat, and salted - .-

(called “skillygalee”) [we are informed that this was ‘.‘mdrgestrble enough to satisfy the cravings ofthe: -
most ambitious dyspeptic,” Ed.} Tt could be:boiled in water and bacon grease (called “Hell-fire stew”)v and
canof mllk cost 75 cents, qurteeXpensrve )

“Confederate Cush” or “slosh” mbmed brts of Confederate hardtack or cornmeal mush w1th

S garhc [one member of the “Stonewall Brigade noted that “when we broke it; it looked like.it had cobwebs
- init, Ed.] To make pudding, hardtack was pounded intoa powder, mixed with: flour (if available).and. -
" water; kneaded into dough, made into'a piecrust, ﬁlled with apples, wrapped in a cloth and boiled for. an
hour Hardtack that fell into the ﬁre and got charred was thought good for weak bowels :

Problems with hardtack were several It could be $0: hard 1t could not be eaten w1thout ﬁrst 5

v breakmg “with a strong blow of the fist,” Secondly, hardtack became.moldy or wet when boxed too soon

after baking or when exposed to the weather while sitting at a railway station or other supply base. A * B

- third problem was insect mfestation during storage with: maggots and weevils - slim brown bugs (1/8” . :
e »long) which completely rrddled the hardtack. Coffee with hardtack added to rt oﬂen had weev11s o
_ swimming on top: -T!

e.drowne bugs&ould.be,s k"ﬁ‘.easlly Wlthﬁllt leaving a.distit

L back?

S [Ms Hertzler consulted the followmg Amerzcan Herztage Pre o
s :Brllmgs, Quantzty Feedmg During ‘he szzl War]

A ﬁnal story about hardtack (we couldn’t resrst 1t') ‘One soldrer noted that “All the fresh meat we had

Eaten in the dark one could not tell the drfference i hardtack w1th or wrthout weev11s

Jokes about hardtack mcluded names such as. “worm castles 2 “sheet 1ron craekers », “tooth

: dullers,” Lincoln Pies,” and “McClellan Pies.” [John. B. Billings, & member of the 10th Massachusetts ‘.,, : -
~ called it “pemﬂed bread hoheycombed with bugs and maggots”] When men who threw their wornw :
L hardtack into the trenches were told to throw it out in order to keep the trenches clean for. sanitary

reasons, an injured soldler rephed “We've already thrown it out: two or three tlmes, sif, but 1t crawls

conte in the hard bread and I, preferring my game cooked, used to toast my: brscurts ”Ed] .

- The “Last Grand Review” of the Army was held near present-day Selma, N.C.



CONFEDERATE HISTORY MONTH S ‘ N

) May is Confederate I-hstory month and the Cape Fear Museum and “Wllmmgton s Hlstonc commumty’ o
“has put together a series of events and lectures; some are free, while for others there is a charge. Please
call ahead to verify dates and fees. :

Saturday, 10 May: 10 am.-4 p.m. 'Historio Fort Anderson. :
General guided tours of Fort Anderson and:civilian clothing interpretation. Free admission .
Site: Fort Anderson State Hlstorrc Slte contact. Brenda Marshbum at 910-371- 6613

Saturday, 10 May 11 am. , Southern Exposure : ,
Usmg contemporary photographs, site assistant Ray Flowers (who is also a member of our RT) wﬂl re-
-exantine the two battles of Fort Flsher ﬁ'om a demdedly Confederate perspectrve Free adm1ss1on, lnmted
seatmg i : :
Site: - Fort Flsher State Historic Site; contact Ray Flowers at 910—458-5538

Saturday, 10 May: 3 p.m: L Confederate Memorzal Day Servzce

- Cape Fear Chapter No. 3 of the Umted Daughters of the Confederacy honors Confederate dead.: Free

admission. Sponsored by the: Cape Fear Chapter of the U.D.C. in cooperation with Geerge Davis Camp’
No. 5, Sons of Confederate Veterans and George Davis Chapter No: 6, Chlldren of the Confederacy ‘
S1te k Confederate Mound, Oakdale Cemetery, Wllmmgton :

- Sunday, 18 May 3pm. Black Soldzers in Blue e

Dr. John David Smith lectures about his book, Black Soldiers in Blue: Aﬁzcan~Amerzcan Troops in the
Civil War Era. Dr. Smith is Graduate Alumni Distinguished Professor of Hlstory and Dlrector of the
M.A. in Public History program at N.C. State University. Frée admission. .. .-

Slte Mam L1brary, 201 Chestnut St 3“i floor. Contact Dorothy Hodder at 910-772—7858

_ Saturday, 24 May 10 am. 4 30 p-m: War Between the States Symposzum :
The Legacy of the: War BetWeen the States: Polmcal Turbulence; Imperzaltsm and World Wars
Speakers: -
Dr. Clyde Wilson: Grant to McKinley-Postwar Pohtlcal Turbulence L
- Timothy Manning, Jr.: McKinley to Wilson-A Growing American Globalism. -
Mike Tuggle: Woodrow Wilson and the New World Order.
Bernhard Thuersam: The:Amiérica First Commiittee and World War II v L
Dr. Tim Wyatt: 'Southern’ Democrats and Harry Truman: The 1948 Dixiecrat Revolt
Sponsored by the Cape Fear Hlstorlcal Inst1tute and the Cape Fear Chapter, North Carolma League of the’
South Lo \
" Site: - New Hanover County Regronal lerary, 1241 thhtary Cut—Oﬂ' Rd Contact Joe Parker at 9 10-
: 283-3658 , . :

Also on eXhlblt at the Cape Fear:Museum: What So Proudly We Hazled Conservzng sttortc Flags
through Monday, 26 May 2003 Featurmg the “Stainless,” the’ Second Natlonal Confederate ﬂag,

1864,

. On'this date 6 May' 1861 Confederate presrdent Davxs signs a b111 declarmg a state of war between the

nations of the United States and the Confederate States. :

12 May 1863- The State of Massachusetts forms the 55™ Mass. Reglment a second black regnnent, aﬁer

they receive nearly double the 1,000 volunteers needed for the 54 Regrment : r '

- 25 May 1862~ Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, a devout Christian; ﬁghts ona Sunday for one of the

few times in his career. The Confederates reward his decision by winning the battle at Winchester, Va. .

6 June 1865- President Andrew Jackson continués his leniency toward the fonner Confederacy by freemg _ I
~all prlsoners of war with few condlttons attached fo thelr release R , - LA



