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Our next meetmg w1ll be 8 November at St Andrew s On-The-Sound Eplscopal
o Church Social Hour 7 p.m. Meeting, 7:30 p.m. - :
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v Our speaker for: October J Wllson Green gave us a thorough look at the 1864 battles around

, Petersburg Beginning by placing North Carolina’s role in context, he told us that Petersburg and. all

*Virginia south of the James River were under the same mllltary administration. Wilmington and - «
Petersburg had a lot in common: both were port cities and both contained transportation networks. There

. were five railroads, like the spokes of'a wheel, they led in'all directions from Petersburg. By 1864, the
main link of the eastern Confederacy was via the Weldon Road. This line of track ran southward, some
62 miles to Weldon, N.C., at which point it tontinued down to Wilmington, By early 1864, Grant, how in
- control of all Federal armies, wanted to destroy Robert E; Lee’s-army. The focus of the northern force was
still Richmond, which Grant realized, must be taken. ‘After shifting his army across the James, in a series
of maneuvers, he began to surround Petersburg, - After unsuceessﬁllly trymg to take the city, he decided to
cut the city’s two main supply lines, the Weldon road and the Boydton Plank road. By August, therail
.~ line was taken and the tracks torn up._ There was Stlll a rail connection w1th the city (the Predmont

rallroad) but now it would take: much longer to get in and out of the c1ty : :

()

‘ As Grant extended h1s llnes, Lee was forced to do llkew1se Lee however, had far fewer mento
move about. - As the armies settled in to wmter quarters M. Green told us, the war was much like the
 battlefields of WWI-abatis or ¢/
‘w1re used as trip wire and miles o “trenches! ‘Indé&d, the armies. oW faceo each other on a 45- -mile front.
‘Throughout 1864, there were 79- battle-smed actions plus numerous others, ‘e "sultmg in seventy thousand -
casualties, The fighting continued during an early thaw (Hatcher s Run) and-as early as January 1865,
Lee informed President-Jeff Davis that he would not be ableto maintain the defense indefinitely and that
he would have to leave Richmond ‘and Petersburg undefended ‘Outnumbered 2 to 1, Lee opted to attack
and attempted a breakout for he knew to “stand still was death” to'his army. The battle of Fort Stedman
(25 March 1865) resulted and turned out to be a Confederate disaster. Lee next planned to shorten his
lines and slip away to join Joe Johnston in North' Carohna, but Grant kept the pressure on. Dinwiddie
‘Court House, plus. Sheridan’s victory at Five Forks on 1 April (it was here that Sheridan removed General
G.K. Warren from command) and finally Horatio Wright’s massive attack, (with 150 guns in support)
“proke the back of the Rebellion.” Tt was here, as Union troopers streamed through the lines; that _
Confederate General A.P. Hill was killed. On that’ Sunday, Lee sent word to Davis to evacuate Richmond -
: immediately. Mr. Green’s story of the Prentiss brothers and their battlefield reconciliation was poignant
L_/, 4 and a fitting end to the horror of Civil War. Mr. Green noted that part of the Petersburg battleﬁeld is now
S mcluded in the Pamplin Hlstorlcal Park and Museum of the C1v11 War Soldler

ux-de- ﬁ‘zse (sharpened : stakes and felled trees) in front with telegraph : L e ‘



Our November speaker, Mr. Paul Anderson, might well be-called a Wilmington native. Born
in Lima, Ohio, he came here at nine years of age. After schooling at Trask and Laney (class of ‘86) he
went to UNC Chapel Hill and attained a degree in history. His first career was in journalism when, for a
year, he covered the town of Kittery, Maine for the York County Coast Star. Returning to graduate school. -
at the U. of Mississippi, (says he, “T knew notliing more about it at the time than it was in Mississippi and
I wanted to see Mississippi” ) graduated with a Master’ 'S degree in'1994. His thesis, “The Savagery in
Romance” became the basis for his book.. After a brief stint workmg for the Winston-Salem Jovrnal in
Boone (“a year in the mountains”) it was back. to Mrssrsmppr where he ﬁnlshed up his doctoral degree in

1998. :

Aﬁer teachmg for a year at Ole Mrss and a year at the Unrvers1ty of Alabama—Blrmmgham Mr .
' Anderson moved on to Clemson University, where he is an assistant professor ofhistory. Blood lmage is
the title of his book. He has also written two children’s books, Robert E. Lee: Legendary Commander of
the Confederacy anda yet—to-be—tltled book on’ George ‘Armstréfig Custer. ‘Paul is married to the former:
Keri Bradford of McComb, Mississippi.- Married since 1995; they have no children yet, but do have two
Labrador Retrievers (Mandy & Gracie) who, he says, “act more like kids-and less like dogs"’ Mr
- Anderson’s s talk w111 focus on the commdnd relatl'o’xshlp betwee Turaer Ashby and vall:

October s Wmners'
John Moore: Lee vs. McClellan by-Clayton Newell,; Mrke McCarley Controversres and
Commanders, by Stephen Sears; Bruce Patterson: Gone For Soldiers, by Jeff Shaara; Ed Russ: North.
Carolina Confederate Military History; John Winecoff: Make the Fur Fly, by Timothy Mudgett; Ed -
Gibson: Civil War Bullet Box Display. -Congratulations to all and to all- who donated the items, a hearty
thank you! - The insert in this month’s newsletter is a handy recap.of items. we now-offer for: sale. a
Remember, Christmas is just around:the corner, now is the time to-buy that shirt or.cap-and-put it away' ‘
until then.: We unabashedly proclaim that the sales are a fundraiser for the Round Table' See or call
Steve Gunter (686 4025) 1f you have any questlons relatlng to any of the 1tems ~
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Scratch made brscurts, 1861 style' o

~ Our Round Table has reached a plateau We now have a logo (proudly sported on our clothmg

line!) and. a name for the newsletter. In the summer of 1994, several gentlemen got together and cameto -

the conclusion that there was enough interest in the Civil War here in ermmgton to form an RT:

Thanks are due to those who worked hard to bring forth such an organization.’ A special thanks to George
_Slaton, Tommy King, Kemp Burpeau and Jerry Partrick, the original founders! -And who had the honor

of being the RTs first speaker? Why, Dr. Chris E. Fonvielle, of course! 3



Take implements, Prepare to load! Load! Advance the round!, Fire!

The voice of the Corporal serving as Gunner could distinctly be heard as there were no other
sounds except those of the men serving the piece and they were hard at work: I was recently invited to-
attend (I'think-it was a recruiting ploy) a living history/reenactment by the'modern-day memibers of Co. D,
Adam’s Battery. It wasan extremely hot day in August, a day that the Battery had come to Fort Anderson
to show visitors what was involved in the firing of a civil war cannon.’ BOOM' The echo (‘“rolling
thunder”) could be heard as it rattled across the Cape Fear River. Woe to any pleasure craft that happened
to be in the area! We arrived a little after 10 am and met with Lieutenant Colonel Donnie Shannon (of

- Qak Island) and First Sergeant Jim McKee (Southport) who informed me that the Battery was here to

hotie their skills for the Sharpsburg battle For the 140th anniversary of that battle, the unit traveled to- )

- Maryland in September and joined more than 100 ; guns and anywhere from 10 to 15,000 (both Umon and |

Confederate) reenact lonel Shannon, th
now! -

@

- reenactors; ‘he decrded to give it a try and caught the bug Richard Long (a member of oir Round Table)

who, in addition to having a love of the area’s rich history, wanted a more active unit than the infantry
outfit he belonged to (plus'it’s closer to home!) Others i in the unit joined for many of the same reasons.
At the Fort'on that hot Saturday were (in-addition to the above) Dick Holloman (Kure Beach) Rlchard
Long (Winnebow) Dav1d Camp, George WllllS Roger Hawes (John’s brother) and Alan Hlllbu.m :

(Wllmmgton )

—_The Piece! A-32 Ordni : e

Later in the day (as'i ared: T ‘ed Johnson (from
Wilmington.) Fred, a member ' . the olored |
mainly of former men of the 5

change their allegiance. They eome ] Fedet Eofthe 3 US. Light
Artillery.

they returned to Fort Fisher in tlme for the attacks of December and January. At those battles, they = -
manned Battery Bolles (which consisted of two lO-mch rifled Columbiads) and Battery Purdie. This last
battery contained the famed 150-pound Armstrong gﬂm a gift from it’s Enghsh manufacturer. During the
battle of Fort Fisher, men from the battery were at the main Sally Port, manning light artillery. Elements

@



~ of the Battery also fought at Bentonville before war’s end. -

On Saturday, in addition to loading and firing the cannon to the delight of the visitors, the men b '
were always glad to answer any questions put to them by their audience. We were shown the various . .
functions of the men as they prepared, loaded and fired (and cleaned) the piece. It takes about seven men
to properly maintain a firing rate of two (aimed shots) or four (unaimed) shots per minute. A Gunner
(usually a Corporal) would direct the four men at the gun, while two men remained at the ammumtlon
caisson. A sergeant was the “Chief of the Piece,” while a Lleutenant or Captam was in overall command
The day continued with Wet Sponge’ Dry Sponge! Ram, round, ready/ Pick, prz me. Prepare! Fire!
BOOM! And plenty of smoke! Finally, Secure the piece! Everyone there knows everyone else’s job;
drllls w1th 7,6, 5, 4, 3 and even two man drills are held. Such was, the attrition rate among artillerymen.
Nowadays The thn'ty—three members of the Battery stress safety and have been called the most
professmnal battery in Alexander’ S Battal'on (of Longstreet’s Corps,) to which theyare attached

questions were answered Authent1<:1ty isa strict requlrement, There would be no plastlc water ‘ bottles in:
ev1dence no'wrlstwatch s and even one’s- eyeglas s had to conform 10 the period The present-day '

. i

‘A Good Day’s Work! (not shown, Jim McKee)
P.S. In addltlon to reenactments, the men speak to school and eivic groups and appear at spec1a1 -
 functions around town, Next April they will be at the School of the Piece at Fort Anderson See Richard CJ '
Long for a complimentary newsletter (and application.) . :



