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The next time yoware.at a garage, library.or.
can pick up a few of them for our RTs raffle, it

\




It doesn’t get any better than this! At out last, nmeeting held at the Cape Fear Club and after a
great dinner (fried chicken, barbequ s dese 1 ack” Davis held court! Speaking
of the last days of the Confederacy and the last-mmute politics that contmued he held us all enthralled.
Opening with the statement that not much attention has ever been paid to those halcyon days. “Itisa
political story...of internal politics,” we were informed. - Although Davis had his faults, he was probably
the most dedicated Confederate in the South, he had “invésted” in an independent country and refused to
see that dream slip away. The government at Richmond was not a two-party system, Jefferson Davis
controlled not only the Executlve, but the Legislative branch as well of his 32 vetoes, only one was
i etary of

he ran into the likes of RM.T! Hun er; it 3 . Al of them dlshked Daws
but even at the end they couldn’t work together Breckenndge, who had served as Vice-president under
James Buchanan, reahzegl the commg mponanee.oﬂNorth VCarolmat asvthe authormes would soon have to

notlﬁed {while at Siinday Servwe) The government*seemed fe betaken by’ surprlsefas the wvarious 3
departments scrambled to destroy thexr records by haulmg boxee mto the streets and burmng them (and

: PS¢
in'a tailway’dar.’ Hé'Was captiired it Georgla ; .-.' Monrog. ‘Ren
an inch of his huge mustache in an attémpt to" imself Breckenridge éscaped'i6'Cuba.” Ther
pq@@mg the last official act onfederacy, h ed all Southern soldiers to lay down their
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Many peo ! suppose { that the pe;;toval of Qeneral Butler was ¢aus 2 A
’ réasort is thit “When ‘G ] %tal’Butler"" as it comnia d in this'city, prevmu§ ) the
in arti e rk H d whlch the Generai ’dl 1 not

eks .
the relations of Mr. Bennett, the responsnble editor of the Herald, with the admnmstratlon were of avery
ﬁ'lendly and conﬁdentlal character, and therefore, in makmg this exhibition of his "brief authority," he

. Bennett, of course, | nevé’ f "forgavé him; but on the contrary, managed to have him
A IVISY < v‘ L ) A s 1gh 808 o e 1

Bentiett and the endordément of fhe oﬁ‘er by Horace Greelsy nitist have opétied Genéral Butler § leyesy He'
will probably let the newspapers alone hereafter.



: Walt Bullard’has géne 'ously shared the story of his ancestor wrth us: Private Denms Lo

gh y oo
members, the umt became Company “D” of the 51 Regiment, N.C.T. Commanded by Wllmmgtoman‘f“ L
John L. Cantwell :(who wasa eotton broker‘ and. County Coux;t clerk) the regiment boasted about 800 men

blockade runners. After a reorganization in October the unit received its ‘baptism of fire at Kinston when -
it encountered Umon Major General John Foster s men makmg their: way towards Goldsboro

Pvt Carlisle was m..that battle and: shortly aﬁ Was: promoted orpora sReglment’s next
meeting with Federals was in Charleston.when: it was:sent to Battery. Wagner. :Here the men endured
constant cannon and rifle fire and it was here that the men manned the parapets to throw back an attack
by the 54“‘ Maséachusetts (you know f "reglment from the mov1e “Glory”) Dld you know that three

of the attacks." Battery Wagner"’held ‘out)’ ‘bt was abandoned later that year.<The 51% returned to North
Carolina, taking part in General George Pickett’s ill:fated:effort to recapture New Betn. - Their next tour .;
of duty brought them to Petersburg, Virginia. After a quiet winter, there was Drewry’s Bluff, Bermuda
Hundred and Cold Harbor, While on the defensive, the unit lost only a few men, but when a Confederate
attack was mounted (at Cold Harbor) the tuck of the 51% ran out. They came up against the new seven-
shot Spencer repeaters; close-range blasts of canister and grapeshot killed and wounded many. Both
armies continued to struggle in the Virginia heat, with some 7,000 Union dead accounted for the next day
Tt was at this point that Pvt. Carlisle was captured. Gathered together, the prisoners were sent to Point .
Lookout, Maryland, thence to Elmn'a, N. Y In September 1864, a New York newspaper said of the pnson
at Elmu'a A ; e

=5 Thigre are about exght-thoukand rebel pnseners ‘at Elrmra, andtmore are
coming: up»daﬂy« They are mostiable-bodied:men; evidently.of good ;..
- famrhes at the‘ South They e_orderly and respectful m thelr deportment

‘ '“Chemung River. ;
center of the compound. Tato thémiick Went garbage and'thousands-of; -
1oy, S0llons of

In addition to overcrowding,; ! thiewood tised in eonstructing barracks::
began to crack, and “as new prisoners amved they were erammed mto hastl eeted tents i So many




sexton of ,H.eral cerneter es )
come a respected member of the commumty and was knpwn to'be an honest and 'decent ;
oyed up to 12 men.” He and his'é crew "‘

w.l el

in ;ndrvndual ceﬂ?ms in neat. rowﬁ,_markm eac gra
d;

R 'ib»i"nsﬁ'eoi)‘l‘e ‘were'strictly:forbidden to-enter the! =prrsen, hé
afforded them a perfect opportunity to see the prisoners...Many of the prrsoners
1 eacted with' amiisement to the zoo-hke sltuatlon .atid: engaged in numerous E

marble gravestones and the Confederate Cemetery is now mcluded within the larger' U S. National
the cemetery still accepts the burial of

it

111tary veterans. V1s1tors can easrly locate then‘ forebears graves by, icqnsultmg a duectbr}; a th
caretaker's office. The Confederates are bounded on three sides by a line of Federal graves, as if on
etemal guard around their. pnsoners Today the Stars and Stripes, fly above all, the. gravestones of the old
d the i

Thanks tob this month’s Refreshment Coordmator, David Norrist
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