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Our next meeting will be Thursday, 13 January 2011 at St. Andrew's On-the-Sound (Airlie Rd.) 
Social Hour at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
 

We invite and welcome all people with an interest in our American history to attend a meeting of 
the Cafe Fear Civil War Round Table. The speakers for our programs are diverse in their views, 
interpretations, and presentations.  

 
 

 
 

***** January Program ***** 
North Carolina Civil War Death Study 

            Josh Howard will be the speaker at our January 13 meeting. Josh will present the results of an 
in-depth study of long accepted statistics concerning the number of North Carolina troops who served 
and subsequently lost their lives during the American Civil War.  

            Josh is a military historian and co-author of two books about the Revolutionary War as well as 
numerous journal articles. He is a research historian for the North Carolina Office of Archives and 
History and is currently assigned, as part of the State's Civil War Sesquicentennial Commemoration, 
the task of reanalyzing the number of North Carolinians who served and died during the Civil War.  

            His most recent book, Long, Obstinate, and Bloody: The Battle of Guilford Courthouse, March 
15, 1781, coauthored with Dr. Lawrence E. Babits, the George Washington Professor of History at 
East Carolina University, and published by the University of North Carolina Press, was awarded the 
2010 United States Army Historical Foundation Distinguished Writing Award.  



             On June 10, 1861, nineteen-year-old Private Henry Lawson Wyatt of Company A, 1st North 
Carolina Volunteers, was killed in action at the Battle of Big Bethel, Virginia. He has been widely 
recognized and honored as the first Confederate killed in combat and the first of over 40,000 North 
Carolinians to die in the war. Both claims when properly analyzed are unsupported by the historical 
record, and highlight problems that complicate North Carolina's understanding of its Civil War 
participation. An ongoing project at the North Carolina Office of Archives and History, supported by 
the efforts of the Colonel Leonidas L. Polk Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans in Garner, is 
attempting to rectify such issues. The North Carolina Civil War Death Study, work intended to 
supplement the North Carolina Civil War Atlas currently being prepared by the Office of Archives and 
History, provides a reanalysis of the available archival evidence, compiling the most definitive, 
accurate assessment of the number of North Carolina soldiers — both Confederate and Union — who 
died during the conflict.  

www.nccivilwar150.com/features/nc-civil-war_death-study.htm (accessed December 9, 2010)  

            Josh's process for the death study included comparison of military records, newspapers, and 
archival accounts, as well as cemetery surveys against the figures put forth by the Federal Government 
in 1866 in what was known as the "Fry Report."  

            Josh's presentation will provide a more complete description of the study and its significance to 
North Carolina's Sesquicentennial Commemoration.  

***** Raffle Winners ***** 

Civil War Weapons and Equipment – Bill Carshaw  

Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant – Mary Royal  

Battle Cry of Freedom – Dale Lear  

The Widow of the South – Sam Flowers  

Hunt for Confederate Gold – Palmer Royal  

Lee's Terrible Swift Sword – Richard Courtney  

***** Trivia Questions January 2011 ***** 

1 – Who was the first Confederate volunteer to be killed during the Civil War?  

2 – Other than to determine force strength, why was the report of the dead important to army 
commanders?  

3 – Where were Daisy Lamb and her children during the First Battle of Fort Fisher in December 1864?  

***** Sesquicentennial Commemoration***** 
            December 20, 1860 – South Carolina secedes from the Union. This event led to the exodus 
of ten other states and the formation of the Confederate States of America. From December 20, 

http://www.nccivilwar150.com/features/nc-civil-war_death-study.htm


1860 until their confederacy collapsed on April 9, 1865, a state of war existed between the people 
of these previously United States.  

            To better understand the feelings of the citizens of South Carolina, it is worthwhile to 
review the grievances that the delegates to its secession convention felt compelled to challenge. 
The following document is quiet long; however, it clearly shows that the delegates feel that the 
Northern states threaten their rights – especially their property rights. Note: The delegates make 
reference to "slavery" six times within this document.  

            Not everyone in South Carolina was swayed by the logic of the secession convention 
delegates. James L. Petigru, lawyer, politician, and jurist, famously remarked after the secession 
ordinance was passed, "South Carolina is too small for a republic and too large for an insane 
asylum."  

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA - DECLARATION OF THE IMMEDIATE 
CAUSES WHICH INDUCE AND JUSTIFY THE SECESSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
FROM THE FEDERAL UNION.  

The people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, on the 26th day of April, A.D., 1852, declared 
that the frequent violations of the constitution of the United States by the federal government, and its 
encroachments upon the reserved rights of the states, fully justified this state in then withdrawing from the Federal 
Union; but in deference to the opinions and wishes of the other slaveholding states, she forbore at that time to 
exercise this right. Since that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases 
to be a virtue.  

And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among nations, deems it due to 
herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of the world, that she should declare the 
immediate causes which have led to this act.  

In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for the 
government of that portion composed of the thirteen American colonies. A struggle for the right of self-government 
ensued, which resulted, on the 4th of July, 1776, in a Declaration, by the Colonies, "that they are, and of right ought 
to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES: and that as free and independent states, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent 
States may of right do."  

They further solemnly declared that whenever any "form of government becomes destructive of the ends for which 
it was established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government." Deeming the 
government of Great Britain to have become destructive of these ends, they declared that the colonies "are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain is, and ought to be totally dissolved."  

In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of the thirteen States proceeded to exercise its separate 
sovereignty; adopted for itself a constitution, and appointed officers for the administration of government in all its 
departments, legislative, executive and judicial. For purposes of defense, they united their arms and their counsels; 
and, in 1778 they entered into a league known as the articles of confederation, whereby they agreed to entrust the 
administration of their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United States, expressly 
declaring in the first article, "that each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power, 
jurisdiction and right which is not, by this confederation, expressly delegated to the United States in Congress 
assembled."  



Under this confederation the war of the revolution was carried on, and on the 3d September, 1783, the contest 
ended, and a definite treaty was signed by Great Britain, in which she acknowledged the independence of the 
colonies in the following terms:  

"ARTICLE 1. His Britanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATES; 
that he treats with them as such; and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, 
propriety and territorial rights of the same and every part thereof."  

Thus were established the two great principles asserted by the colonies, namely: the right of a state to govern itself; 
and the right of a people to abolish a government when it becomes destructive of the ends for which it was instituted. 
And concurrent with the establishment of these principles, was the fact that each colony became and was recognized 
by the mother country as a FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATE.  

In 1787, deputies were appointed by the States to revise the articles of confederation, and on 17th of September, 
1787, these deputies recommended for the adoption of the states, the articles of union known as the Constitution of 
the United States.  

The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several sovereign states; they were to agree or 
disagree, and when nine of them agreed, the compact was to take effect among those concurring; and the general 
government, as the common agent, was then invested with their authority.  

If only nine of the thirteen states had concurred, the other four would have remained as they then were - separate, 
sovereign states, independent of any of the provisions of the constitution. In fact, two of the states did not accede to 
the constitution until long after it had gone into operation among the other eleven; and during that interval they 
each exercised the functions of an independent nation.  

By this constitution, certain duties were imposed upon the several states, and the exercise of certain of their powers 
was restrained, which necessarily implied their continued existence as sovereign states. But to remove all doubt, an 
amendment was added, which declared that the powers not delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states, respectively, or to the people. On 23d May, 1788, South 
Carolina, by a convention of her people, passed an ordinance assenting to this constitution, and afterwards altered 
her own constitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had undertaken.  

Thus was established, by compact between the states, a government, with defined objects and powers, limited to the 
express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole remaining mass of power subject to the clause reserving it 
to the states or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any specification of reserved rights.  

We hold that the government thus established is subject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of 
Independence; and we hold further, that the mode of its formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle, 
namely: the law of compact. We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties the obligation is 
mutual; that the failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely 
releases the obligation of the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own 
judgment to determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences.  

In the present case, that fact is established with certainty. We assert that fourteen of the states have deliberately 
refused for years past, to fulfil their constitutional obligations, and we refer to their own statutes for the proof.  

The constitution of the United States, in its 4th article, provides as follows:  

"No person held to service or labor in one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence 
of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may be due."  



This stipulation was so material to the compact, that without it that compact would not have been made. The greater 
number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a 
stipulation by making it a condition in the ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which 
now composes the states north of the Ohio river.  

The same article of the constitution stipulates also for rendition, by the several states, of fugitives from justice from 
the other states.  

The general government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into effect these stipulations of the states. For 
many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding states to the 
institution of slavery has led to a disregard of their obligations, and the laws of the general government have ceased 
to effect the objects of the Constitution. The States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have enacted 
laws which either nullify the acts of Congress or render useless any attempt to execute them. In many of these states 
the fugitive is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in none of them has the state government complied with 
the stipulation made in the constitution. The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law in conformity with 
her constitutional obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more recently to enact laws which 
render inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of Congress. In the State of New York 
even the right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused 
to surrender to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. 
Thus the constituted compact has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding states, and the 
consequence follows that South Carolina is released from her obligation.  

The ends for which this constitution was framed are declared by itself to be "to form a more perfect union, establish 
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity."  

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a federal government, in which each state was recognized as an equal, 
and had separate control over its own institutions. The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to free 
persons distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent, and burthening them with direct taxes for 
three-fifths of their slaves; by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years, and by stipulating for the 
rendition of fugitives from labor.  

We affirm that these ends, for which this Government was instituted, have been defeated, and the government itself 
has been made destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding states. Those states have assumed the right 
of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in 
fifteen of the states and recognized by the constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; they 
have permitted the open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and to 
eloign the property of the citizens of other states. They have encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave 
their homes, and those who remain have been incited by emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection.  

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of the 
common government. Observing the forms of the constitution, a sectional party has found within that article 
establishing the executive department the means of subverting the constitution itself. A geographical line has been 
drawn across the Union, and all the states north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of 
President of the United States, whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the 
administration of the common government, because he has declared that that "government cannot endure 
permanently half slave, half free," and that the public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of 
ultimate extinction.  

This sectional combination for the subversion of the constitution, has been aided in some of the states by elevating to 
citizenship, persons, who, by the supreme law of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes have 
been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destructive of its peace and safety.  

On the 4th of March next this party will take possession of the government. It has announced that the South shall be 
excluded from the common territory; that the judicial tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war must be 
waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States.  



The guaranties of the constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the states will be lost. The 
slaveholding states will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the federal government 
will have become their enemy. Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and all hope of remedy is 
rendered vain, by the fact that public opinion at the North has invested a great political error, with the sanctions of 
a more erroneous religious belief. We, therefore, the people of South Carolina, by our delegates, in convention 
assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared 
that the union heretofore existing between this state and the other states of North America, is dissolved, and that the 
State of South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations of the world, as a separate and independent 
state, with full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts 
and things which independent states may of right do.  

Adopted December 24, 1860 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp (Accessed on December 12, 2010)  

            To many North Carolinians, the events of 1860 will not be the first civil war that existed 
in these United States. Brother against brother, neighbor against neighbor will be deeply felt 
during the American Revolution and the American Civil War. Taxation without representation 
and violations of state's rights will drive men of 1776 and 1860 to wage revolution against a 
perceived unjust government. During the first year of the Sesquicentennial Commemoration, the 
Cape Fear Civil War Round Table will examine some of the parallels between the first and 
second revolutions.  

The people of the Cape Fear were quickly immersed in the coming storm.  

January 1861  

January 9— The Cape Fear Minute Men seized Fort Johnston (eventually renamed Pender) 
from Ord. Sgt. James Reilly at Smithville (present-day Southport). Governor Ellis ruled the 
fort's seizure illegal and that it should be returned to Reilly.  

January 10 — The Cape Fear Minute Men and the Smithville Guards seized Fort Caswell on 
Oak Island from Ord. Sgt. Frederick Dardingkiller. Governor Ellis ordered the fort be returned 
to Dardingkiller.  

***** December Meeting ***** 
Heart, Hearth and Home: 

A Trove of Lettered Memories Treasured by the Lambs: 

            Ray Flowers shared the story of Will and Daisy Lamb in a context similar to the sweep of 
history that Margaret Mitchell wrote of in Gone With the Wind. While the Lamb's were not quite 
the Rhett Butler and Scarlett O'Hara of the Cape Fear, their relationship grew as they faced the 
hardships of military and domestic travails associated with their life at Fort Fisher.  

            The story began with the acquisition of eleven pieces of silverware that had belonged to 
the Lambs. Ray began research that culminated in an exhibit currently on display at the Fort 
Fisher State Historic Site. He made use of diaries, letters, official records and newspapers to 
fashion the relationship between the highly educated William Lamb of Norfolk, Virginia and the 
well-born Sarah Anne Chaffee of Providence, Rhode Island. As in Gone With the Wind, theirs 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp


was a story of blockade running, military adventure, family tragedy, personal loss, and 
reconstruction.  

             Rather than repeat the story that Ray shared with the audience at the December 9 
meeting, a visit to Fort Fisher, and maybe a tour by Ray, can recreate the electric atmosphere 
that existed between Will and Daisy Lamb during their time at the "Tara of the Cape Fear."  

Tim 
 

 
 

Fort Fisher State Historic Site 
P.O. Box 169 
1610 Ft. Fisher Blvd South 
Kure Beach, N.C. 28449 
Phone: (910) 458-5538 
Fax: (910) 458-0477 
Email: fisher@ncdcr.gov 

Hours of Operation 
April 1 - Sept. 30  
Monday-Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday 1-5 p.m. 
Oct. 1 - March 31 
Tuesday through Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday and Monday and most major state holidays.  

Admission 
No admission fees. There is a suggested donation at some special events.  

***** Comments and Suggestions ***** 

             Comments and suggestions to make the Cape Fear Civil War Round Table and "The 
Runner" more relevant to your Civil War experience are appreciated.  

***** Trivia Question Answers January 2011 ***** 

1 – Who was the first Confederate volunteer to be killed during the Civil War? Recent historians 
have gone so far as to focus on a Baltimore native named William P. Clark, who apparently had 
enlisted in the Confederate army and was awaiting transport south when he was killed in the 
Baltimore riots on April 19, 1861. Wyatt remains the first North Carolina soldier, if not the first 
Confederate, to die in combat, and deserves all of the credit and dignity due him for that claim. 
He was not, however, the first North Carolina soldier to lose his life in the war. That tragic 
distinction went toPrivate James Hudson of Company B, 1st North Carolina Volunteers, who 
died of pneumonia in Raleigh on May 11, 1861.  



http://www.nccivilwar150.com/features/nc-civil-war_death-study.htm (accessed December 9, 
2010)  

2 – Other than to determine force strength, why was the report of the dead important to army 
commanders? Numbering the dead was important to the armies in that they needed to know 
their force strength. Therefore casualty lists and hospital returns were not concerned with 
individual lives, but instead assessments of military resources. In turn, however, army 
commanders also hoped to hide accurate data from their enemies, leading to misinterpretations 
that distorted the historical record. Union Gen. George McClellan was fascinated with numbers, 
and consistently overestimated not only his enemy's losses, but also their strengths. His 
obsessions led to a failure to act when needed, and eventually led to his sacking. In May 1863, 
General Robert E. Lee issued an order that critiqued the standard custom of reporting losses, 
suggesting that inflated estimates were being made by officers who viewed their unit losses as a 
direct affirmation of their own performance and courage on the battlefield. Large losses in an 
officer's unit theoretically showed that he and his men had been in the thick of the fight, and 
therefore that they had fought ferociously and honorably. Thus, inflated numbers led to inflated 
egos. Conversely, in the latter years of the war, Lee appears to have consistently underestimated 
his losses in an effort to hide the war's impact on his army from the enemy, and to a certain 
extent from civilian authorities.  

http://www.nccivilwar150.com/features/nc-civil-war_death-study.htm (accessed December 9, 
2010)  

3 – Where were Daisy Lamb and her children during the First Battle of Fort Fisher in December 
1865? Orton Plantation.  
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